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Tl~c o r i g i n a l  Gay blont house, b u i l t  i n  the  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry ,  
was a r e c t a n g u l a r ,  two-story frame s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a  gab le  roof  and two 
e x t e r i o r  end chimneys. A r c h i t c c t u r a l l y  the  house belonged t o  an  i n t e r c s  t i n g  
group of bppahannock v a l l e y  p l a n t 3 t i o n  houses t h a t  inc ludes  Be l l e  Grove and 
Nanzatico i n  King Gcorge County, and the  Gray House and t h c  Erockenbrough 
House i n  nearby P o r t  Royal. A common f e a t u r e  i n  the  des ign  o f  these  houses 
i s  a n  enclosed s t a i r  between t h e  walls of t h e  c e n t e r  h a l l  and a n  a d j a c e n t  
chamber, and a wide e l l i p t i c a l  a r c h  w i t h  paneled s o f f i t  d i v i d i n g  the  h a l l .  
These houses a l s o  f e a t u r e  handsome paneled chimney p i e c e s ,  o f t e n  wi th  
c r o s s e t e d  frames and f l ank ing  p i l a s t e r s .  

Gay Mont was enlarged i n  1819 wi th  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of one - s to ry  
s tuccoed b r i c k  wings on e i t h e r  s i d e  and a one-s tory  colonnade o f  s tuccoed 
b r i c k  Tuscan columns a c r o s s  t h e  e a s t  f r o n t .  I n  1834 a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  one- 
s t o r y  oca tagonal  music room was e r e c t e d  on t h e  house 's  wes t  f r o n t .  The 

I 
! 

house was f u r t h e r  enlarged in  1839 by the  placement o f  a n  oc tagonal  ended Y) 
.. 

l i b r a r y  on t h e  end of the  n o r t h  wing, and a matching o f f i c e  on t h e  end o f  the  , 
south  wing. The i n t e r i o r  o f - t h e  house was embell ished i n  t h e  e a r l y  n ine teen  h, 
c e n t u r y  wi th  a handsome s e t  o f  French s c e n i c  wal lpaper ,  "Scenes from the  Bay 
o f  Naples" by Dufour. 

I n  June ,  1959, a f i r e  des t royed t h e  frame c e n t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  hous z 

s i n c e  been recons t ruc ted  on t h e  o r i g i n a l  Flemish bond b r i c k  foundat ions ,  

.j - 
and the  oc tagonal  music room,and gu t t ed  the  wings. This  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  has 

i n c o r p o r a t i n g  the  undamaged Flemish bond e x t e r i o r  chimneys. This r econs t ruc  
t i o n  fo l lows the  o r i g i n a l  house i n  form and p lan ,  a l though it was b u i l t  as a 
s tuccoed masonry s t r u c t u r e  r a t h e r  than a frame one. The colonnade survived 
i n t a c t  and was r e t a i n e d  f o r  the  e a s t  f r o n t .  Thc w a l l s  o f  the  wings a l s o  
survived and were r e s t o r e d ,  incorpora t ing  t h e i r  unusual o r i g i n a l  chimneys. 
It is specu la t ed  t h a t  these  wing chimneys w i t h  t h e i r  cxposcd twis ted  f l u e s  
wcre b u i l t  t hus ly  because i t  was intended t h a t  t h e  wings have s t c e p e r . r o o f s .  
The o r i g i n a l  low r o o f l i n e s  were repeated  i n  the  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  however. 
The oc tagonal  music room was n o t  r e b u i l t ,  a l though i t s  foundation was kept  t o  
provide  the  base f o r  a  t e r r a c e  overlooking t h e  garden. By f o r t u i t o u s  c i r -  
cumstnnce a s e t  of " B ~ Y  of Naplesq'  paper ,  removed y e a r s  ago from the  w a l l s  of 
ano the r  "Gay Mont" nea r  S taunton,  V i r g i n i a ,  was secured and hung i n  the  room 
t h a t  was fornierly papered w i t h  s i m i l a r  scenes.  Reproductions o f  the  paper 
a r e  be ing  used t o  decora te  t h e  h a l l .  

Immediately t o  t h e  sou th  o f  t h e  house i s  a n  e a r l y  b r i c k  out-  
bu i ld ing ,  probably t h e  o r i g i n a l  k i t c h e n .  As f i r s t  cons t ruc ted  sometime i n  
the  e i g h t e e n t h  century ,  t h i s  ou tbu i ld ing  was a  frame. s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a  massive 
l?lcttiish bond chinmcy. This  chimney was l a t e r  incorpora ted  i n t o  a  b r i c k  
s t r u c t u r e  l a i d  i n  Aoicrican bond. No otlicr e a r l y  outb i i i ld ings  rentain on thc  
p roper ty .  

The l o c a t i o n  of Gay Xont i s  accentuated by i t s  prominel~t  place-  
ment on a high r i d g e  over looking t h e  Rap?ahannock Valley.  Tile immediate 
s e t t i n g  o f  the  house i s  enhanced t y  t h e  s u r v i v a l ,  v i r t u a l l y  i n t a c t ,  of the  
landscaping and gardens l a i d  o u t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  n ine teen th  cen tu ry .  To the  
r e a r  o f  the  house remain t h e  formal gardens ,  l a i d  o u t  i a  the  French nmnner 
i n  t h e  18201s ,  and,  a l though some of the  o r i g i n a l  f lower  beds have been 
e r a d i c a t e d ,  the  o v e r a l l  d e s i g n  is r e t a i n e d .  I n  f r o n t  o f  the house t e r r a c e s  
drop down the  r i d g e  towards t h e  o r i g i n a l  d r i v e  way, on t h e  second l e v e l  of 
[which s t a n d s  "the ~ e a u t j  ~ $ o t . "  an  obse rva t ion  s p o t  f o r  t h e  a r e a .  Beside -- 
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each wing i n  the  f r o n t  of the  house s tand l a r g e  mounds of overgrown English-  
bosr~ood, once borders  f o r  r o s e  beds i n  t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e c n t h  century .  Tile 
r c ~ i n r k a b l e  s u r v i v a l  of the  romantic s e t t i n g  around the  house he lps  e r a s e  the  
s c a r s  caused by the  f i r e .  

Gay Mont i s  s i t u a t e d  on 31825 a c r e s ,  a l l  o f  which has been 
included wi th  t h i s  r e p o r t  because the  owners a r e  p r e s e n t l y  engaged i n  nego t i a -  
t i o n s  wi th  the  Commonwealth o f  V i r g i n i a  t o  p lace  these  a c r e s  under a permanent 
open-space, h i s t o r i c  easement. Once t h i s  has  been accomplished the  r u r a l  
s e t t i n g  a t  Gay Mont w i l l  be p e r p e t u a l l y  p ro tec ted .  

8; 
o r i g i n a l  l i n e s ,  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  as much o r i g i n a l  m a t e r i a l  a s  p o s s i b l e  and a 
l a r g e  number o f  fami ly  f u r n i s h i n g s  have been re turned.  Miraculously a new 
Gay Mont now s t a n d s  over looking t h e  Valley where i t  has s tood a s  a landmark 
f o r  a lmost  two c e n t u r i e s .  
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Phoenix- l ike ,  Gay Mont has  r i s e n  from t h e  a shes  of  t h e  des -  
t r u c t i v e  f i r e  of June,  1959, t o  s t and  a g a i n  on i t s  prominent s i t e  overlooking 
the  Rappahannock Valley. Although t h e  o r i g i n a l  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  was des-  
t royed and t h e  wings gu t t ed  i n  t h e  ho locaus t ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  owners have pa ins-  
t ak ing ly  r e b u i l t  t h e  house, r e s t o r i n g  a s  much o f  i t s  former appearance a s  
poss ib l e .  Grea t  c a r e  was taken t o  r e t a i n  a s  much o f  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  f a b r i c  of 
t h e  b u i l d i n g  a s  p o s s i b l e  so ,  w i t h  t h e  r e g r e t a b l e  excep t ion  o f  t h e  f i n e  
i n t e r i o r  woodwork and d e t a i l i n g  o f  t h e  o l d  house, t h e  p r e s e n t  Gay Mont i s  a  
commendable copy. 

Gay Mont was b u i l t  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  century  
by John Hipkins ( c i r c a  1749-1804), a merchant o f  P o r t  Royal, on land he  ha6 
assembled between 1786 and 1799. At h i s  d e a t h  i n  1804 Hipkins l e f t  t h i s  
p r o p e r t y ,  t h e n  c a l l e d  "Rose H i l l , "  t o  h i s  only  grandson, John Hipkins Bernarq, 
then a boy o f  twelve. The e s t a t e  was managed by Hipkins '  widow who e n l a r g e  

; 

the  o r i g i n a l  976 a c r e s  t o  1,417 and r a n  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  u n t i l  her  grandson 
reached t h e  a g e  of twenty-one i n  1813. During Bernard ' s  ownership t h e  p l ~ c  
w a s  t o  r each  i t s  z e n i t h  as a p l a n t a t i o n .  1 I n  1816 Bernard married Jane Gay Robertson (1795-1852), daught r 
of  Wil l iam and E l i zabe th  B o l l i n g  Robertson and changed t h e  name of  h i s  s e a t  
t o  "Gay Mont" i n  honor of h i s  w i fe .  Two y e a r s  l a t e r  he depa r t ed  f o r  a  

Yont. During h i s  t r a v e l s  i n  France he was much impressed w i t h  Frcnch 
landscaping  and a r c h i t e c t u r e  and took e x t e n s i v e  n o t e s  a s  w e l l  a s  c o l l e c t i n g  
seeds  and p l a n t s  t h a t  were s e n t  back t o  Gay Nont. Upon h i s  r e t u r n  i n  1819 

9 t ou r  o f  Europe t h a t  was t o  i n f l u e n c e  s o  g r e a t l y  the  f u t u r e  appearance of Gay 

Bernard l a i d  o u t  t h e  formal gardens t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  house,  p l ac ing  
,symmetrical walkways running  between beds of  shrubs and f lowers .  A t  t h e  
same time he  enlarged  t h e  ac reage  o f  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  by 700 a c r e s  and added 
the two s tuccoed,  b r i c k  wings and the  colonnade of  Tuscan columns t o  t h e  nnain 
.ouse. 

At Bernard ' s  d e s t h  i n  1858 t h r e e  of h i s  c h i l d r e n  purchased the  
ouse and 445 a c r e s  from t h e  o t h e r  h e i r s .  One of t h e s e ,  Helen S t ruan  
e r n a r d ,  acqu i red  t h e  homeplace i n  1865 a f t e r  h e r  marr iage t o  her  cous in ,  

P h i l i p  L: Robb, grandson of John Hipkins Berna rd ' s  s i s t e r .  Gay Mont r e -  
nained i n  t h e  hands o f  t h e  Robb h e i r s  u n t i l  i t  was s o l d  i n  1958. A f t e r  t h e  , 
l i a s t r o u s  f i r e  i n  1959 i t  was brought  back i n t o  the  family by >lr. and N r s .  
James S. Pa t ton ,  Mrs. Pa t ton  be ing  a  granddaughter  of M r .  and Mrs. P h i l i p  L. 
iobb. 

Although s e v e r l y  damaged by f i r e ,  Gay Mont has been g radua l iy  
~ r o u g h t  back t o  i t s  former appearance by i t s  p r e s e n t  owners. The grounds 
and gardens have been r e h a b i l i t a t e d ,  t h e  house has been r e b u i l t  a long i ts  
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